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Articles of Accuſation and impeachment 
_ by the Comons Houſe of Parliament againſt Wil 
liam Pierce, Door of Divinity, and Biſhop 
| of Bath and Wells, 


BY Hat hee hath by bis owne arbitrary power againſt 
Law fince he was Biſhop of Bath and wells (being 
| about ten yeares ſpace) of purpoſe to keepe the peo 
Y| ple in ignorance, and binder the Salvation of their 
/ Rds which he ſhould promote, fuppreſled all Le- 
CY! tures within his Dioccle, bothin Market Townes 
and elſewhere, aſwell thoſe that the Miniſters kept in (heir ſeverall cures, 
as others that were maintained by leverall yearely Ripends (given by the 
founders) our of their piety and deyotion, for ſuch goocnefſe, or by the Amopg theſhe 
voluntary ailtance of neighbour Miniſters; ſome of which * LeCtures hath ſupper- 


had continued tor 50, 40. 30. yeares, without OR, and where ſed the anciene | 


> p k 
co:ntenanced by lus predeceſſors, who uſcd to preac ww a> 


in their turnes, oy Bath, whither 
2. That in ſtead of incouraging, he hath foſpended, excommunica- many Nobles, 
tcd. and otherwiſe vexed the ſaid Le&ures ; glorying in this fo doing. and other 
and thanking God that he had not a Letture teft 1n all his Dioceſſe ; the gw wy ye 
very name whereof he {a:d he difliked,and afhrmed unto Maſter Cnn- ;,, þ de P ries 
ant a Miniſter, who defired a continuance of a LeQbre, that-hee would and fall, who 
not leave one wichin his Dioceſle ; the B ſhop alleadging, that though by reaſon of 
there was neede of Preaching in the infancy of the Church of the Apo. *#cir fickneſle, 
Rles time, yer now their was no {uch necde ; and thereu pon required the 
id Miniſter upon his Canonicall obedience, not to Preach : and in like ing for the con 
ma ner he dealt with m2ny other godly Miniſters wxhin his Diocefle, ſolation & in. 
And in par:icular he ſ{1ſpended Maſter Dewenif> the Miniſter of Bridge-ttu Eton of 
water, for preaching t cLe&t.:re in his owne Church on the market day ow q utes, of 
there, (which LeEture had continued frem Qucene Elrzabeths time till ww 
then ; ) and refiſed to abſolve, him. till he had promiſcd ncyer to preach defſtirme, to 
it more ; tpon which premile, the laid Biſhop abſoived him wich this their grear ai 


at lome of them 


admonition of our Say:our, molt prophancly applyed, * Goe thy way ſin > wx 
0 more , leaſt 4 worſe thing happen tothee, And not conicnt to put Pray Beds 


downe Lectures in his own Dioceſe, he hath incleavored the ſuppreifion Commentator 
of them in others, by conyenting ſome minifters of his Dioceſſe before whatſoever, e- 
him, as namely one Maſter Cynn4nt and Maſter Stickland) and threat- Ve! Pade lo ill 
ning to ſuſpend them for preaching their turnes at Ledtures in other Di- 
cefles neexe them, | 


S Bo 0 


an application 
of tus '['ext 


A2 3, That 


both defire & 
need preach. 


= 


they are there © 


» 


AP 4, T (4) - RY PT EO 
 Jappearsby 3. That in eppolitionte Preaching, and the Sirituall pe MER” 
Ant gt  maongy Prin and he Srl good ft pe 
AR,z 46.c ternocne Sermons on the Lords day; thioug houthis Diocefle,and:char- 

his viſitation, png privately, ot to 
day on the afieruoone, upon any occaſion ny« 
der pipe of /nſpenſion : atier w hich charge he {pſec one Maſter Cor. 
iſo a Minifter, cxely for preaching a tunerail Sermon on a Lords day 
in Pſal, 114. 
by SaintChry- 
ſoftom. Hom, 8 


| 210n, on the Lores day 
10.22, & 34.1n 4 


ich ſore nor obſerying, were.con- 

P, and prniſhed,as namely Maſter 
oyned Penance for tranſgret- 

e Humphrey Blake, Church- 

joyncd penance by the Biſhop, for no: 
preſenting Malter Devex:;ſb Mini' er there, for that he a ay 04; 

aftecnoone on '/e Church-Catcchiſme on the Lord, aa) iri the afr :rmoone LE. mA ba 
the Lords day, foort pra yer before he beg uw the ſme, tie Biſhop a.leaging, that. it was 
how dare then apainit his order and comma das 1s abovclaid. mY 
this prelate 5- That he hath boch by precept & ex ample molt prophanely oppo ec 
_ " wy the due ſanRtification of the Lozds day, by approving and allowmg 0f 
. O fe KA prophane Wakes and Reve;s on thar day,contrary to the Lawes and S:a- 
Impiety and tures of this Realme, tor which p' pole he command-d afternoone - 
Iniuftice, ro wice on the Loyds day not to be long, that ſo phe people might not bee ine 
panith mini= 4.1 from their Recreations,; prelied and injoyned all the Miniſters in 
ters or PRea- 41; Diocefle in their proper perſoas,:0 reade the booke of fporrs, in their 
ONgey reR leyerall pariſh Churches, in the middcRt of Divine Service at —_— 
abt which prayer on the Lords day, contray to 'he words, and perport of the ſai 
Gos. entoznes bogke, which ſome Miniſters (as Matter Tumhry Chambers, and Ma 
them, ter Thamas refufing to doeghe therefore £ {pended them borh from their 
——_— ne Othce and Benefice and kept them excomm'nicated for divers yeares, 
Noe rm notwithſtanding the ſaid booke was by the Biſhops Order publiſhed in 
cat parternZ, their churches by others, he convented tne miniſter; of Beererochhamns be. 


many minifier fore him.tor having two Sermons on the ſaid pariſh Revell daz,allcadging 
have been ſal- | 


nded and cenſured for thortning the Service,that they might preach the longer, and yer they are* 
CR w coral it by this Biſhop,that the people tnight have more tune to play mGods ov : any 


— - 
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Wig | 
that it was a hinderance to the [aid Revell, and to the utterance of the , A views Eo, 
(\bnrch- Ale, provided to be ſpent on that day. He convemied and puni- Call reaſon fa. 
ſhed one Malter T hows Elford a Minifter, for Preaching at the Pariſh ter for ar Ale- 
of Monntagugupon the Reyell day. upon the Prapher 7oe/s exhortation, Wife then a Bi- 
tsfaſting Weeping and mourning, charging lim, rhat pot onely bis Ser- ſhopan A- 


wen, bat his ver 'y Text was* ſcandalous to the Revell, and gave offence Ay , 


_ tothe meeting, Andfor the fame reaſon, the ſaid Biſhop commanded * © blaſphemy 


the ſaid Church-warde 's of the Pariſh of Batcombe, to blot out of the why waznor 
Church wall, this Text of Soripture therein written, taken out of Eſay fe Revell ra- 
58.1 3.14." If thou turne away thy foote from the Sabboth, from doing ona [carida- 
| s to the 

- pleaſmre on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of (ex, 
the Lord honorable, and ſhalt hononr him, not doing the owne waie,s nor * O the deſpe- 
finding thine owne pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine owne words,then ſhalt thou rate impiery 
delight thy ſelfe in the Lord; and I will cauſe thee toride upon the high and prophanc- 

| | nefle of this 
places of the earth. andfeede thee with heritage of Jacob thy Father, for »;;q © », who 
the month of the Lord hath ſpoken it. And he Ikewiſe cauſed to be rafed might as well 
out this clauſe in Dottoy Bifſe his monument in that Church, formerly oblicerate this 
P.ſtor there ; he was an enemy to heatheniſh Reyell. To countenance rag out 
which Reyells, the ſaid Biſhop(in oppoſttionto the orders of the Judges pave roy T 
of Aſfiſe, and Juſtices of Peace of Somerſer-fhire, for the ſupprefiing of Church wall. 
Sports and Revells andtheir Petition to the King, to that purpoſe) did This ſpeech he 

fp OL © purp Þ 

call before him divers miniſters of his Diocefſe and preſented unto them borrowedfrom 
a writing in approbation and commendations of the ſaid ſpotts and Re. an aac,” 
vells, whereupon wany of the ſaid Miniſters ſubſcribed their names, by ,,.y roy tang 
the Biſhops perſwaſions, which wricing the ſaid Biſhop ſent up tothe that God al- 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who ater the reccipt thereot ſuppreſſed the mighty ſits ac- 
a 


Juſtices Petition, And partly «frer the booke for ipoits and Reyells on by P OI 
the Lords day was publiſhed. gt ad ' _ 


6. That hce hath both by example and cammand, contrary tothe yea there is 
Lawes of the Land,introduced into ali or moſt Churches in his Diocefle no Communi- 
ſundry Innovaticns in the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, and o- 9n there, as 
ther new inventions of his owne, tending to Popeiy and Superſtition ; WR there 18. 
(as namely, ſetting up of Alters, and enjoyning the icats about them ro 
be taken away, ſaying, * none frall fit equall with or 2bove God eAl- 
mighty ; bowing and crin .ing to the ſaid Alrars, ( and reading the ſe- a 
cond and third {cryice at the Alter ) and cenjoyned the ftrict obleryation , col rae MN 
of them under the heavieſt Cenlures of the Church ; in ſo mucii that the ja. © Me has 
Communion Table of S:retton in his Dioccfle, which he had cauſed to piety, B de- 
be railed in Altarwiſe, being bro.1ght downe againe in his former place prive the peo- 
and not turned to the Ealt, thereupon no Communion was there ple of the Sa- 

o a Cramcnt, &C- 
permitted to the Pariſhioners on Palme-Smnday and Eaſterday 1 6 3 7. cauſe the Cable 
the miniſter having received an Order from the ſaid Biſhop, * #ot to ad- flucd nor after 
miniſter the. Communion #n:ill the Table was again: ſet up Alterwiſe : hisncw fancy 
and cauted deyerſe to be puniſhed tor not flanding up at tae Goſpel and ©* , get nn 4 
Glorid Patri.And he hath likewiſe forced divers patithes,as Tanto Shep- (1. IE 
ton Mallet, and others, to their mtolerable coſt, to fer up Cr dent. © 
| | Wire 


- 
? 


Iefeemes his 
Lordihip de- 
lighce d more 
in piping then 
preaciaing,and 
will have men 
goe merrily 
dancing not 
mourning to 
hcaven, 


where there-were nofle at all; or riot a long tine before; cauſing the 
Churchwargens to levie mony tewards the building of them, upon the 
Pariſhioners, againſt their wills, and puniſhing then in his Ecclefiaſti« 
call Court, that would not pa mas them, and that hee hath pur the 
County of Somerſet to nccllre oxpences, by reaſon of ſuch Innovations 
as aforeſaid, | ; 
7. That he hath contrary to Lav, vexed and moleſted in his Eccleſft1- 
ſticall Courts, diyers of the Clergy and Laity of his Diocefle for triyiall 
and {mall matters ; excommunicated and vexed divers Churchwardens; 
for not rayling in the communion Table,and placing it Alcerwiſe againt 
the Eaſt wall cfrhe Chancell; and by name;the Ch:irchwardens of Beck- 
iugtox ; whom he not excommunicated, but likewiſe cauſed chem and o- 
thers to be unjuitly indicted at the open Aﬀſizes held in the County in 
Lent, 1636. as for a Riot in hindring the removing of the Table in thar 
Church.putting the ſaid Pariſh to the expence of 18 g0,pound or more, 
and not ablolving the Churchwardens from their excommunion. till the 
they had done luch opcnand ignominious pennance, asthe jiaid Bifho 
enjoynedthem,in three emigent Pariſh Churches within his Diocefle as 
likewiſe at the Market-crofle at JYells. The performance of which pen= 
nance wiought ſo Farre upon [ames Wheeler one of the ſaid Churchwars= 
dens that thereup: n he fell into a conſurprion through gricte, and {6 
dycd ; ſaying often beforc his death, that the. performance of the ſaid 
pennance being ſaignominions and againſt his Con ſctexce, was the cauſe 
of bis death ; _ and by his vexatious tuices in his Eccleſiaſticall Courts he 
hath raifed his Regitters olhice. in for.ner Biſhops time not worth aboye 
60, poun{ per a»numyto the valic of 3 or 4nundred ponnds or more by 
the yearc, 

8. That the ſaid Biſhop hath undoubtedly and againſt Law, preſſed 
the Oathes Ex Officio upon dwvers i1habirants of Wells without com- 
plaint or acculatio.), and likewile the Oath of Deazes Rerall, with orher 
unlaw full Oathes, both upon the Clergie and Laity within his Dinceſſ, 
and other places ; and ſtiſpended and excommenicated divers of them 
that” refi{cd to take che laid Oathes : and that not only in bis Confi- 
Qory Court. but in his owne private Chamber, there bcing ncne but a 
R 8 ter with him. 

9.That ke hath for his owne Lncre and gaine extoried divers ſummes 
of money 2 oainft Law, as of one Fo: one of the Churchwapdens of 
Sonth Pedertonewenty pounds, Andaiſo of one Maſter F raxcklyn the 
ſome of three pounds { beſiles the ſome of ten pounds given in Fees. and 
rewardstothe Biſhops (crvans ) for inſtituting him into the Perfonage 
of Standerweeks.. And hath likewiſe cxacted the ſumme of fixe ſhillin 2$ 
cighr pence or more, of divers Churchwardeas and Por ſhes within his 
Diocefle, onely for not ringing the Bells when hee paſſed throvgh the 
bounds of their feyerall Pariſhes, in his Uiſtation, thovgh privately 
with out giving thein any notice of his commin g that way, | 

+0, Thathe hath againft Lays deterred and denyed Inftintions upon 

preſer> 
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fentatiots to Benefices, praftiſihg in the interim wmder hand to con- 
ferre the ſame upon his Sonne, ſeryams, or other dependants, and to de- 
rive the Patronsof their rights : and hatheyen by torce, a oain(t all law 
and equity, confeired { me of the Benefices upon his ſonne, ſervants, and 
 dependants, viz upon his ſonne, the Parlonage of Buckland, ana endea- 
yored by the lik force to conferrethe Perſonage of Sranderweeke upon 
his faid ſonne, and other Parſonage uporr his ſervants and allyes,and did 
againſt Law and by force conferr the Uiicarage of Hynitridge upon his 
ſervant Flamftead. 

11. That hec hath tampered with witneſſes examined by and before 
him upon Oath, to make them teſtifie uncruths, and hath talfied their 
depoſitions , ſetting downe his owne words and what hee would haye 
them depoſe, in ſtead of what they teltified ; as nimely in the Caſe of 
the Churc- wardens of Becker grep, and in rhat of M. Jenes Minilter of 
Deercrocombe, 

r2, Tat het is a common vexer, perſecuter and mcleiter of worthy 
and painetull Miniſters, and a countenaycer of choſe who are negl! gen: 
fcandalo:'s and prophane, as namely he hath vexed and perſecuted Mr, 
Chanrers. Mr. Thomas, Mr. (roake, Mr, Newton, Mr. Farrard, Mr,s 
{ rmant, Mr, Roſwell, a:xd many other goad and painct:ll Miniſters af 
the Dioceſle, and co:ntenxiced his Chaplaine Mr, Eglrsfietd, Gawler, 
and Mr, Long, with other vitious Miniitcrs, and Mr. Hafo and others 
frpcrltitioufly affected. : 

13-Thar the ſaid Biſhop according to Law did ſcyzrely cxat.and im- 

ole upon: divers of the Ciergic within his Dioceſl*, the new Oath pre- 
ſcribed by the fixt Canon of the late pretended Synod, ard cauted an4 
inforced them to take the 141 illegal Oath, himielte kiffing the Seale or 
the Commiſſion which authorited him to cxact the {11d Oath of lis 
Clergy; and kneeling downe upon his knces tooke the Oath firſt, and , Eifhor LE 
then adminiſtred it to others ; laying, that hen as al:d in his heart that Phan 4 Pg 4; 
this Oath was im:p+(ed upon all the Clergy of Engiavd, for now the tre cule it, in his 

* Children of the Church would be knowne frem the ſpurions and Baſtards, Anſvrerio the 
' And Farther he hath defire:l ro conferre Qrders upon {.:ch who ref. {ed \12<icarion, p. 
'rotake che Oath, as namely, vpou one Mr, Gibbexs, An hath enforced pF0505 7 39 
the ſaid Oath upon divers, be hath ordaiacd Miditteis ſince the nuking ir only in —_ 


vw 
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thereof. evi conſtrugti. 
14, That thegaid-Biſhop was-a great foimenter and incourager of the 0n,asreferiing 
trothexortherny, 


latedivicons and wa-rcs betyveene the Kingdoms of Exgland ad.Scot- 
lin4 conventiny an urcing the Clergy of his Diocelic to conrribure a 
5 gs ) 


_ 
. 


uſe of thar 

| : A quarrell, nor 

a liberali beney. lence owards the maintenance of che [aid warrcs,uſing our profecutt-. 

this ſpeech as one maive to inducethem to this conmrionion ; 7H.22 it was on, when as it 

* Bellum Epiſcopal and ſting, that what cyer cauſe the King had ex- ara aud 
. : . | | the words 

yeſſed in the Declaration yet in trath this war was for us, meaning ws <4 F Wo Roving 

the Biſ»ops. And waereas foe of the-Clergic de Kg the payment ol 10 ſtances, that 

large a Benev2/enc? 25 the faid Biſhop demanded, in regard of their po- he meant 

ve; tf, and-beeaule chey wee (ill in their farkt fruies, when they werg ite contrary 

| | free 


T * 
(8) 
free from Swb/idiee:rlie ſaid Biſhop threatned by hig-power to put more ' 
Armes and Horſes upon them, ſaying, that is they wanld not ſerve the + 
King with their purſes, they ſhould ſerve him with their eArmes.' And 
thereupon compelled them to pay the ſurnmes he demanded: of them a- 
22inſt Law : as namely, Mr, Roſwell, Mr. [ames, Mr, Abbot,and others, 
And not contented herewith, the ſaid Biſhop pretending that there was 
divers poore Uicars and Miniftersin his Diocefle that were not able to 
pay the benevolence, fo that he could notraiſe the fimme hee expected, 
thereupon direQted his letters to divers of his welthier Clergie, cauſing 
* Which ſome fornc of them to pay a * ſecond contribution, | | 
of the Countic * 15, That the ſaid Biſhop not content xwith this ficſt benevolence hath 
conceive hee ({jnce that.compelled-divers of his Clergy to pay all cr part of the xe il- 


ng legall ſ:bfidies or benevolences impoſed by the , late pretended Synod, 


his owne ſhare Without confirmation of Parliament, threatning to excommunicate and 
in this contri- deprive them ipſo fatto who failed payment of it at the dayes prefixed 
burton there-. by the Synod, and lent out a proces ro Mr, Newtoz, minifter of T awnton 
with, . (even whiles the faid Towne was much viſited by the peftilence) long 
betore che ſaid Subſidy or Benevolence was due, to cnjoyne him to pay 
_ Itpunctyally at che day, or elſe hee would inflict on him the penalties 
preſcribed by this Synod ; and uſed theſe ſpeeches, that if they did net 
pay the ſaid Subſidies or Benevolence, the y ſhonld be ground to pow der. 
16. And the (aid Commons by Proteftation ſaying to themſelyes the 
libertie of exhibiting at any time hereafter any other accuſation or im- 
peachment againſt the ſaid Bifhop ; And alſo of replying to the anſwers 
that he ſaid Biſhop ſhall make unto the faid Articles, or to any »f them, 
and of offering proofes allo of the premiſles or any of them, or any other 
impeachment or occaſion that ſhall be exhibited by thera ( as the cauſc 
ſhall according tothe courſe of Parliaments require ) doe pray thatthe 
ſaid Biſhop may beput to anſwer to all and every the premifſes, And 
that ſuch proceedings, examinations, tryalls, and judgements may bee 
upon every of thera had and uſed, as is agreeable to Law and Juſtice. 
By theſe Articles of impeachment you may cafly diſcoyer what z 
defperarely prophane, impious, turbulent Pilate the Bifhop is, even ſuch 
aone, whom Ho age (I thinke) in many particulars is able to paralel, 
whoſe prodigiouſly prophane ſpeeches and ations proclaies toall the 
world, that our-preſent Pilates impicties have made them fit for judge- 
ment ; yea good for nothing but to be caſt out and trampled undes feeve 
of men, asthe yery excrements and off-ſcouringsot all things. 
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